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Book by MARSHA NORMAN

Music and Lyrics by
BRENDA RUSSELL, ALLEE WALLIS, STEPHEN BRAY

Based upon the novel written by Alice Walker and the Warner
Bros./Amblin Entertainment Motion Picture.

THE COLOR PURPLE was produced on Broadway at the
Broadway Theater by Oprah Winfrey, Scott Sanders,
Roy Furman, and Quincy Jones. The world premiere of
THE COLOR PURPLE was produced by the
Alliance Theatre, Atlanta, Georgia.

Directed by
TANIKA BAPTISTE

Choreography by Music Direction by
TIANA HESTER JON GALLO



DIRECTOR'S NOTES

This production of The Color Purple is dedicated to
our ancestors—those who endured the unimaginable
and still found ways to live, love, create, and dream.
We honor their indescribable fortitude, their resilien-
cy, and their strength to overcome enslavement, tor-
ture, and the systematic genocide of culture, lan-
guage, dreams, and body. Their survival is not pas-
sive history; it is an active inheritance that lives in us.

At its heart, The Color Purple is a story of reclama-
tion—of voice, of joy, of self, and of spirit. Celie’s
journey mirrors that of so many who were told they were nothing, yet proved
themselves to be everything. This production centers not only the pain of that
legacy, but the radical beauty of endurance: laughter as resistance, love as sur-
vival, and community as salvation.

| am deeply grateful to this entire company of artisans who brought this story to
life. You all are too beautiful for words. Each contribution—seen and unseen—
carries intention, care, and ancestral memory.

Thank you, dear audience member, for bearing witness and sharing space with
us. And thank you to Alice Walker, whose brilliance gave us this story—one that
continues to hold truth, tenderness, and liberation across generations.

We stand on the shoulders of those who were denied freedom yet imagined it
anyway. May this work serve as remembrance, gratitude, and offering. May it
remind us that despite every attempt to erase us, we are still here—singing,
loving, and choosing life.

Regards, Tanika Baptiste, Director

- »ie -
About the Director...

Tanika Baptiste is an actor, director, producer, real estate agent, and theatre

artist recognized for her powerful stage presence and versatility. This is Tanika's
2nd performance at PTC. She was last seen in the incredible 2019 production of
Sister Act as Deloris Van Cartier! A proud AEA and SDC member, she has
performed with acclaimed companies including San Francisco Playhouse, Magic
Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse, and Berkeley Playhouse. Known for dynamic
performances in Waitress the Musical, Sister Act, Nollywood Dreams, and
Dreamgirls, Tanika brings depth, humor, and authenticity to every role. A UC Davis
graduate with a B.A. in African and African American Studies and the current
Associate Director of Audience Services at The Freight in downtown Berkeley.

She is deeply grateful to the Lord, her family, the incredible company of artisans she
gets to work alongside, and to our cast and crew. Special thanks to Pittsburg Theatre
Company and the Pittsburg community for their continued support, and to you for
watching our show, as she continues to shape stories that celebrate Black

artistry and resilience. @tanikabaptiste Philippians 4:13



MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1
Huckleberry Pie ... Young Celie and Nettie
MySEERIOUS WAYS ... Company
Somebody Gonna Love YOU .....oovveviiiieiiieiie e, Celie and Nettie
(O U = Y Celie, Nettie, Mister
Big DOg .o et Mister and Men
Hell NO! .. e Sofia and Women
Brown Betty ... Harpo, Squeak and Men
Shug Avery Comin’ to TOWN ......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiens Mister, Celie and Company
Too Beautiful for Words ..........ccooiiiiiiiii e, Shug
Push Da Button ........c.coeeiiiiii e, Shug and Company
Uh Ol Company
What ADOULt LOVE? ... Celie and Shug

INTERMISSION—15 MINUTES

ACT 2
African Homeland ..., Nettie, Celie, and Villagers
The Color PUIPIE ... Shug
MiSEEI'S SONQG vt e Mister
Miss Celie’'s Pants .........ccoooiiii e Celie, and Women
Any Little Thing ..o Harpo and Sofia
M HEIE e Celie
The Color Purple (REPFSE) .. ..vuvuiniiiiiiii e Celie and Company
- +ipe -
CONTENT ADVISORY

Some material included may not be suitable for children and can be sensitive
for adults. Show contains strong language, racial slurs, implied nudity and
some domestic violence.

Please silence your phones.

No photography or videography of any kind.




One Flock...One Family...Living & Sharing the Love of Christ

Birthday Baby Showers
Wedding Receptions Fundraisers
Memorial Services Receptions (Funeral)
Anniversaries Party of any sorts
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Monday - Thursday Phone (925) 432-6404
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. carmen@goodshepherdpittsburg.org
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Celi® oo Safira McGrew
Nettie ... Raven Douglas
Church Lady/Doris .......c.coeeeeiiiiniienannn. Sydney Jacobs Allen
Church Lady/Darlene ..............cccoooieiiiiinnnnn. Andi Anderson
Church Lady/Jarene ............ccooviiiiiiiiiiann.. Sienna Cook
Pa Jalen Jeffrey
Mister ... Benjamin Pierson
Harpo/Preacher ...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Justin Daily
Sofia ..o Toniea Hawkins
SQUEAK ... Sienna Cook
Shug Avery ..., Asoula Jasmine Avegalio
OF Mister / Chief ........coii e Kirk Waller
Buster ... Mark Anthony
ENSEMBLE

Kennzeil Love, Natalie Martin Gardner, Jamari McGee,
Veronica Pope, Cheryl Stewart, Tevin Whack

UNDERSTUDIES
Sydney Jacobs Allen (Celie/Shug), Andi Anderson (Sofia),
Kennzeil Love (Mister)

oo StateFarmr
Proud to support the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my community.
As your local State Farm® agent, 'm ready to help whenever
you need me. Give me a call.

Chaput Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Jeff Chaput, Agent

130 E Leland Rd Ste B, Pittsburg, CA 94565-4954
Bus: 925-526-4218

www.mydeltaagent.com

Insurance License #6009246

State Farm, Bloomington, IL




SPONSORS

Our sincere gratitude to the following generous patrons for our
current season (donations received November 2024 - present).

Wendy & Andy Anderson Maya Duran

Kevin & Janet Burns Allan & Nancy Grissette
Randy & Doreen Cazes Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Chuck & Myrdell Dybdal David & Marlene Ward

CORPORATE SPONSORS

AAA PWCL
Brian Burns— G & C Autobody Sara Nicole Mindful Photography
Lawrence Livermore Labs Steeltown Coffee & Tea

DONATE TOPTC ;%L

PTC is a 501(c)(3) organization. r
Please consider making a tax-deductible Ef.‘:
donation today to support the arts in our

Community. @ SCAN ME
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SUMMER THEATRE PROGRAM

For Youth... 8-18

PROGRAM DATES MEETING TIMES

June 15 - July 12, 2026 Monday thru Friday
8:30 am — 12:30 pm

PERFORMANCES
July 10 @ 7:30 pm LOCATION

July 11 &12 @ 2:00 pm California Theatre
351 Railroad Ave., Pittsburg

TUITION

Designed for ages 8-18
$350 per child
$250 per additional child in the same family
Tuition includes show t-shirt and performance video.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
10% off Tuition total
if registered by May 1.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
ptcca.org/workshop | 925-439-7529




WHO’S WHO

Mark Anthony (Buster, Ensemble) has performed
at Theatre Rhinoceros in Group Therapy. He has per-
formed in Town Hall Theatre’s production of Human Error,
as Kitch in Pass Over with Left Edge Theatre in Santa Ro-
sa. He has also appeared as George Murchison in A Raisin
in The Sun at 6th St. Playhouse in Santa Rosa, and will be
returning as Cory in their upcoming production of Fences.
Mark has been in films and on TV including, Earth Mama,
Blindspotting, and Divine Living. He studied at SFSU and has a bachelor’s
degree in theatre and has classical and contemporary arts training.

Asoula Jasmine Avegalio (Shug Avery)

is ecstatic to be returning for a second production with
PTC. She previously appeared in PTC’s production of
Dreamagirls as a Step Sister/ Ensemble, Throckmorton
Theatre's production of Kinky Boots the Musical as
Trish/Lauren understudy, Ghostlight Theatre's produc-

- tion of Spamalot as The Lady of the Lake and in CCCT’s
production of Fairview as Beverly. Avegalio extends a special thank you to
her children who inspire her to play and her family and friends for their
love and unwavering support.

Understudy) is so excited to make their debut
performance with Pittsburg Theatre Company.

Recent roles include Ruth in DVC’s Blithe Spirit, Larry
the Lobster in The Spongebob Musical, Rosencrantz in
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Herman in
Sweet Charity and Ensemble in All Shook Up. They
would like to thank their professor Lisa Drummond and Beth McBrien for
being such amazing mentors. They would also like to thank Tanika for the
opportunity to tell this important story, and their family (and cat Loki) for all
their support.

? Andi Anderson (Church Lady-Darlene, Sofia
) w




WHO'S WHO

Sienna Cook (Church Lady-Jarene, Squeak)
is a Bay Area native who has always expressed an
interest in the arts. As a graduate of the Actors Train-
ing Program in 2012, she has since expanded her

interests into the world of African Diaspora dance.

Sienna has had the pleasure of dancing with the

Diaspora Dance Team in the Black Joy Parade 2021-

2025 and with MasFx in Oakland Carnival from 2022-

2024. Recently Sienna made her return to the theatrical stage in her

debut in the Fresh Prince of Bel Air Live at Oasis in San Francisco.

She is so excited to be a part of this production of The Color Purple!

She’d like to thank her family and friends for always encouraging her to

pursue her artistic passions. Ubuntu, | am, because we are.

Justin Daily (Harpo, Preacher) is ecstatic to
return to Pittsburg Theater Company for The Color
A Purple. Recently, he has been part of productions
such as Catch Me if You Can as Dr Wanamaker at
Masquers Players, Chicago, Dreamgirls as James
Thunder Early here at PTC, Spamalot as Not Dead
Fred with Ghostlight Theater Company, Ain't Misbe-
havin’ as Andre with Contra Costa Musical Theater,
and others. He hopes you enjoy this wonderful production of The Color
Purple with this wonderfully talented cast!

Raven Douglas (Nettie) is excited to make her
debut at PTC. She was last seen as Emily Cratchit in
e the world premiere of Scrooge at Contra Costa Civic
= Theatre. Other credits include Keisha in Fairview
U (CCCT) Alice in Alabaster (Town Hall), Marianne in
Constellations (The Pear), Laertes in Hamlet (CCCT),
and Cha Cha/Ms. Lynch/Radio Singer in Grease
(Altarena Playhouse). New to theater, Raven’s has
appeared in commercial and film projects, and performed as a lead
singer touring southeast Asia. In her free time, she enjoys dancing,
traveling, and volunteering with community organizations. Raven would

like to thank the Bay Area theatre scene for embracing an outsider so
wholeheartedly, and her loved ones for their support.




WHO’S WHO

= Toniea Hawkins (Sofia) is so excited to be
a making her PTC acting debut! Past productions

include The Spongebob Musical (Pearl Krabs), All
Shook Up (Sylvia), Seussical (Sour Kangaroo) and
Hairspray (Motormouth Maybelle) with DVC Drama,
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Mitch
Mahoney) with Ohana Theatrical Productions and
_A Intimate Apparel (Mrs. Dickson) with Onstage
Repertory Theatre. Shoutout to her loved ones for all their support! She
would like to especially thank her mom who has manifested this role for
Toniea since the moment she’s starting acting. This one is for you. En-
joy the show, everyone!

Sydney Jacobs Allen (Church Lady, Celie/
Shug Understudy) is thrilled for her debut perfor-
mance with PTC. A Bay Area native, Sydney graduat-
ed from Oakland School for the Arts School of Vocal
Music where she was a part of the award winning

a cappella group Vocal Rush. Sydney has enjoyed
roles such as Crystal in her very first stage production,
Little Shop of Horrors at Shotgun Theater with the Im-
agination Players (Berkeley Playhouse at the time). Sydney has per-
formed with Berkeley Playhouse (BPH ) in the following productions;
Once on This Island, Sweeny Todd, and Urinetown among others. She
is part of

Oakland Theater Project’s Dance of the Holy Ghost and enjoyed multi-
ple ensemble roles this last year in Berkeley Playhouse’s Rent and
Seussical, and Ray of Light’s Legally Blonde, as well as Matron Mama
Morton in Chicago with Plethos Productions. Recently she portrayed
Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar at BPH and Leading Player in Pippin at
Contra Costa Civic Theater. Sydney would love to thank her family and
friends for their unwavering love and support.




WHO'S WHO

Jalen Jeffrey (Pa/Ensemble) is a fourth gener-
ation Pittsburg native, making his first performance
debut at just twenty-four years old and he knows no
better way to kick off his theatre career than with the
Pittsburg Theatre Company, having studied acting at
the Academy of Art University in San Francisco, he
has been equipped with the necessary tools and
techniques to give a high quality and memorable

performance that will captivate audiences.

Kennziel Love (Ensemble, Mister Understudy) is a Bay Area

@itsmeemasterj

native whose love for acting began in high school.
He took a hiatus to serve in the Marines, yet is
excited to be back amongst his fellow thespians.
The Color Purple is a dream production of his and
he feels honored to be telling this story with such
an amazing cast.

Natalie Martin Gardner (Ensemble) is super
excited to have made her way back to the stage. Af-
ter taking a long break from theatre to get married
and raise her beautiful family, this is Natalie’s first
solo show at PTC without her husband and youngest
daughter. She was last seen on stage with PTC as
Violet Beauregard’s mother in Willy Wonka.

Jamari McGee (Ensemble) is thrilled to be back
with PTC for The Color Purple. He was last seen in
CCSF’s production of The Crucible and was last
seen in Dreamgirls with PTC. While Jamari is not
acting, he loves watching horror films and going to
amusement parks. Jamari is excited to share one of
his favorite shows with you and thanks you for your
support. For more content checkout his |G for
upcoming shows like 9 to 5 coming April 2026.



WHO’S WHO

Safira McGrew (Celie) is excited to return to the
California and Campbell Theater stages with PTC! You
may have seen her in PTC’s Clybourne Park
(Francine/Lena) and Chicago (Matron “Mama”
Morton), Onstage Repertory Theatre’s Intimate
Apparel (Mayme), Contra Costa Musical Theatre’s
Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Charlayne), Plethos Production’s
Once On This Island (Mama Euralie), or most recently
as Aretha in Sonoma Arts Live’s A Night With Janis Joplin. A lifelong
performer, Safira is grateful to help bring Celie’s story to life! She thanks
her family and friends for their support, and she hopes you enjoy the
show!

Benjamin Pierson (Mister) is beyond thrilled to per-
form in PTC’s production of The Color Purple! A native to
the Bay Area, Benjamin has had a passion for the per-

( forming arts his entire life and is grateful for every oppor-

. | tunity he has had to grace the stage. Benjamin made his

*fi ‘ %,_ theatre debut in Clybourne Park (Masquers Playhouse)

—= 2 _1 in 2024 and performed in Intimate Apparel (OnStage
Repertory Theatre), Rogers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella and PUFFS
(both with Tri-Valley Theatre Company) in 2025. He is excited to kick off
2026 as Mister in this story that has meant so much to so many people
for over 40 years. He would like to thank his family and friends for their
continued support and encouragement on this journey and to the amaz-
ing cast and crew of The Color Purple. Hope you all enjoy the show!

Veronica Pope (Ensemble) a Pittsburg resident, is
thrilled to make her first performance debut after
decades of being a seasoned theatre buff; however,
with no prior acting experience, she is also active in her
community. She is the Founder of the nonprofit People
Who Care (PWC) Children Association and, currently,

i works as a Mental Health Resource Specialist at PWC.
With over 25 years of experience in the Mental Health Field, she spe-
cializes in assisting children with special education and social adjust-
ment needs in schools and community settings. She would like to thank
her family, friends, and coworkers for their love, support, and encour-
agement in pursuing this personal challenge.




WHO'S WHO

Cheryl Stewart (Ensemble) is back for her 3rd
production with PTC. Previous productions include Sister
Act and Young Frankenstein. Cheryl has previously
performed in productions at Pittsburg High School

such as Godspell, Teahouse of The August Moon, and
Guys and Dolls. She is proud to be a part of the cast

and hopes to be in many more shows to come.

Kirk Waller (OL’ MISTER) has spent the last 25+
years as a solo performer/ storyteller, actor and musi-
cian. His favorite moments on stage include Troy
Maxson in Fences, John Henry in Train Stories, and
Grandpa Joe in Willy Wonka. Kirk is also the Executive
Manager on the PTC Board. Kirk loves supporting the
arts on stage or off stage.

Tevin Whack (Ensemble) displayed an exceptional
& talent for performing since age 3, and fell in love with
{3 Musical Theatre. As a child, he danced under the direc-
» tion of LaTonya Watts, and has graced various stages,
including Great America and Disneyland. He studied
¢ | drama in high school and college and is currently a stu-
Ll dent at the Respect for Acting Academy under the men-
‘dL torship of Jossie Harris. To date, he has had roles in 10
of Clayton Theatre Company's productions, and The Color Purple is
Tevin’s 4th performance with Pittsburg Theatre Company.

SPECIAL THANKS

The production team would like to extend a special thanks to the
following for their help in bringing this production to the stage:

The City of Pittsburg,

Anthony Lane and the California Theatre
Community Presbyterian Church

Good Shepherd Catholic Church

People Who Care, Maya Duran

Brian Burns— G & C Autobody
California Municipal Finance Authority

CMFA

CALIFORMIA MUNICIPAL
FINANCE AUTHORITY




UPCOMING AUDITIONS

PTC

AUDITIONS

%&/ March 13 & 14, 2026
: 0 www.ptcca.org/auditions
WAVA

P1C

AUDITIONS
August 2 & 3, 2026

Cﬁmj'TMg

CA RQ L www.ptcca.org/auditions
1939

East County Shared Ministry

, God is still speaking,

Community Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg
& First Congregational Church of Antioch

200 E. Leland Rd., Pittsburg
925-439-9361

https://www.facebook.com/CPC.Pittsburg * www.uccantioch.org

UCC & PC (USA) An Open and Affirming Congregation




PRODUCTION TEAM

Producer .......coovviiiiii Dianna Schepers
Director ...cooei i Tanika Baptiste
Choreographer ..o Tiana Hester
Musical Director .........c.coviiiiiiii e, Jon Gallo
Stage Manager ..........oooviiiiiii Zoe Lewis
Fight/Intimacy Director .............c.cccoviiiiinnn Bessie Zolno
Dialect Coach ..............cooioiiii, Sologne Schumacher
Drama Therapist ...............coieiinil Champagne Hughes
Costumer .......ccooviiiii Edythe “Edie” Olson
Costume Assistants .......... Gwendolyn Sampson Brown and
Adriana Gutierrez

Cosmetologist/Wig Designer ...............cc.veee. Karlina Glover
Set Design / Properties ..............c.coeene. Dianna Schepers
Set Construction ................... Bruce Brandt, Michael Wilson
SetPainting ..........cooieii PWCL, Cast and Crew
Deck Chiefs .......cccoeiennnne. Maria Coniglio, Anthony Elrod

Light Consultant ... Mike Morris
Light Design/Operator ...........c.cccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiinennnn, Aaron Yi

Sound Consultant .........cccooiiiiiiii Ron Keeler
Sound Design/Operator ..........cc.covevuviinnnnn. Julie Domingo
Sound Assistant ..., Ava Duran
Show Graphic Design ...................... Sara and Phillip Leyva
Graphics / Programs /Preshow.................. Dianna Schepers
Videography ........ccoooiiiiii Mel Nash
Photography ... Sara Leyva
Hospitality .......ccoooviiii Katie Rapolas

4
BLACK DIAMOND AWARDS

INAUGURAL SEASON
SEASON 2025-2026

The Contra Costa County Theatre Co-Op is proud to announce the
Inaugural Season for the Black Diamond Awards with the first awards
program scheduled for January 9, 2027. This program celebrates
theatre excellence in Contra Costa County.
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Supporting the arts in Pittobung!
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(925) 432-9371




INMEMORIAM

Evelyn #me 1931-2025

Pittsburg Theatre Company recently lost one of its original
members, Evelyn Arms. She was the matriarch of a family
whose legacy is instrumental to the success of the company.
We honor her considerable contribution to our early foundation,
and recognize her spirit, her commitment, and her unwavering
encouragement toward all who worked with her.

O
PA! REON PATRONS

Patreon Patrons donate a set amount on a monthly basis.
These sustaining donations help us budget our monthly bills.

Please consider becoming a Patreon Patron and in return receive
special gifts and offers throughout the year.

Angel Inner Circle Patron

. Sharon & Tony Paz
Kendra Borja

Cynthia Cardinale

Phillip Leyva BACKERS CLUB

Star Robert & Gwendolyn

. . Sampson Brown
Timothy Trujillo




~Coming Soon~

THE

IMPORTANCI-

OF(BEING

FARNEST

May 1-10, 2026

April 10-17, 2026

IMPROBABLE FICTION
February 6 - March 1, 2026
Masquers Playhouse

FESTIVAL10

YOU’RE A GOOD MAN
CHARLIE BROWN
March 13—29, 2026

Pinole Community Players

February 27-29, 2026

Ghostlight Theatre Ensemble THE GODS OF COMEDY
April 24—May 3, 2026
ARM AND THE MAN Masquers Playhouse
March 6—22, 2026
B8 at the Campbell Theater FOUR OLD BROADS
May 2 - 16, 2026
THE SWEET DELILAH Onstage Repertory Theater
SWIM CLUB
March 13—22, 2026

Clayton Theatre Company

Upcoming Auditions

Visit www.ptcca.org/auditions for more information

FOOTLOOSE—March 13 & 14, 2026
A CHRISTMAS CAROL 1939—August 2 &3, 2026

View Full Program Donate to PTC

To view full program PTC is a 501(c)(3)

including cast bios and organization. Please

upcoming PTC events, consider making a tax-

use your phone app deductible donation

and hover over this code today to support the

and click the QR link on arts in our community..

the display. @ SCAN ME




